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Clinical IS Update 
 

Topic: 
USP 800: Safe Handling Precautions for Hazardous 
Medications 

Facility: IU Health and Union Health 

Audience: Cerner Users 
 

Effective Date 

Rolling Go-Live, 
Beginning July 2019 

Contact 

IU Health Help Desk 
helpdesk@iuhealth.org 

 

  

 

Overview: 

Safe handling procedures, guidelines, and standards are published in the United States Pharmacopeia 
Convention (USP) to minimize the risk of exposure to hazardous drugs (HDs). IU Health is adopting the 
new national standards in the new system USP 800 policy & procedures. 

 

 Order comments and patient care tasks will be out of sync during initial go live – please follow patient care 

task directives. 

 A hybrid state of old and new classifications will exist for the duration of orders placed prior to Go-live – 

please follow patient care task directives. 

New Nomenclature for Hazardous Drugs 

Current State:  

 CLASS A HAZARDOUS 

 CLASS B HAZARDOUS 

Future State: 

 High Risk Infectious HD 

 High Risk HD 

 Low Risk HD 

 Reproductive Risk HD 

New nomenclature will display in multiple locations, including in Cerner, Pyxis, and 
AccuDose, as shown below: 

Note: How you prescribe, review orders, access tasks, and document administration of Hazardous Drugs in Cerner 

will NOT change. 

 Order Comments and Patient Care Orderables will show the new designations for Hazardous Drugs. 

 
 

Continued on next page 
  



 

The Best Care, Designed for You – Utilizing Excellence in Clinical IS Education 
Request 423948 (Associated with 
Incident 3011023)  

USP 800- Safe Handling Precautions for Hazardous Medications v1.0 03-
12-19 MISC; NUR2,6;ONC1 

Effective Date: Rolling Go Live, 
Beginning July, 2019 Page 2 of 4 

 

Clinical IS Update 
New Nomenclature (continued) 

 The Reference Text icon      next to the Hazardous Drug Safe Handling Precautions order under Patient Care 
Orders indicates additional information is available by clicking the Reference Text Information hyperlink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This opens reference text 

information identifying safe 

handling precautions for the 

Hazardous Drug. 

 

Note: The patient care orderable 

contains information to minimize 

HD exposure to personnel when 

manipulating, administering, and 

caring for patients. These personal 

protective equipment requirements 

are also in the IU Health policy. 
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Clinical IS Update 
New Nomenclature (continued) 

 The Hazardous Drug order comment is displayed on the eMAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Hazardous Drug text displays in Pyxis next to Administration Instructions on the medication list screen  
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Clinical IS Update 
 The Hazardous Drug text also displays in Administration Instructions in the medication removal screen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hazardous Drug alert messages display in the Safe Handoff and Patient Transportation Reports 

 
This notifies health care providers the patient has received Hazardous Drugs within the last 48 hours. 

 


